Finding YOUR mission yeld
40-day emphasis at Baptist Church of Beaufort
helps members identify where they can best serve

Since 2001, The Baptist Church of Beaufort has been
looking toward its future through prayer and preparation rather
than planning and predicting. iWe want to look at how we can
prepare our church for what God has in our future,0 said Eric
Spivey, who was called in 2003 as associate pastor and minister
of Christian formation and missions to lead what he calls the
fiongoing futuring process.o

fiThrough our prayer and preparation, we have determined
that we want our church to be a world mission center,0 he said.
AANd as a result we have made changes to our organizational
structure, to the way we give to missions, to the way we do
missions and to the way we look at missions. We want to be
missional Christians in a missional church.o

To support that goal, the church has just completed a 40-
day devotional series called iBecoming a Missional Christian:
A 40 Day Missional Journey,0 based on Acts 1:8. Finding no
material that suited their needs, Eric and other church staff
developed their own study guide.

fiWe pulled together a variety of missional books and daily
devotionals,0 Eric said. Each weekds study guide included a
scriptural devotional piece, a prayer, a missions opportunity
and a chance to respond.
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iiMy role is helping Christians make the
connection between spiritual formation
and missions. It Is neat to see peaple
respond.d  -Eric Spivey

fiWe also
developed
a small group curriculum that we used in our Sunday School
classes that went along beside the study material, and our
worship focused on the theme for the week,0 he said.

A couple of special events were also held during the 40-
day study. AfiGet in the Game Ministry Faird helped members
ynd potential service opportunities at booths of the churchds
approximately 20 missions teams.

Near the end of the 40 days, a Missions Celebration was
held to which local, state and international missions partners
of the church were invited to participate. On Saturday of the
celebration weekend, church members worked on local mission
projects around the Beaufort area through a Mission Service
Challenge.

The church ended its 40 Day Missional Journey with a
Missional Christian Commissioning service on March 13. iWWe
had spent 40 days helping members determine where God has
called them and on this ynal day we passed out missionary 1D
cards for them to yll in their names and their mission yeld,0
said Harry Rowland, the churchés pastor for the past nine years.
fiTheir yeld could be a place, like work or neighborhood; a
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partners.

The results of the 40-day journey

A 73 people committed to BE missional Christians.

A 3 people committed to be career missionaries.

A 6 people committed to be short term missionaries (1 month T 2 years).

A 111 people committed to pray for missions.

A 142 people committed to do missions with fiJerusalemo (Beaufort) mission

A 71 people committed to do missions with fiJudead (regional) mission partners.
A 41 people committed to be a part of a iSamariao (national) mission experience.
A 35 people committed to be a part of a iEnds of the Eartho (Global) mission

experience (Belgium, Liberia, Haiti, or Winter Olympics in Italy).

FINDING THEIR FIELD: Kids from the Baptist Church of
Beaufort bring cookies to the hospital emergency room during
Mission Service Challenge.







